
 
 

REGULAR PLANNING BOARD MEETING 
City Hall - 950 Locust St., Carter Lake, Iowa 

Monday, March 14, 2016 - 7:00 P.M. 
 
 

 
Roll Call  
 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
 

1. Consent Agenda 
a. Review City Council Minutes – January 18 and January 29, 2016 
b. Review Building Permits – February, 2016 

 
2. New Business 

a. Best Western – 2510 Abbott Plaza – Signs 
b. PVS Metals – 500 Ave H – Sign  
c. Jonesy’s Taco House – 1116 Locust St – Restaurant  

 
3. Old Business  (limit discussion 5 minutes per topic) 

a. Storm Water Committee Update 
 

4. Special Meetings 
 
5. Assignments 
 
6. Comments 

 
 
Adjourn 
 
 
03-11-16 
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The Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Mayor Waltrip called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 PM.   
 
I. Roll Call:  Present – Mayor Gerald Waltrip   

Council members – Frank Corcoran, Pat Patterson, Mary Schomer, Ron 
Cumberledge, and Barb Melonis 
Also present – City Attorney Joe Thornton and City Clerk Doreen Mowery 
      

II. Approval of the Agenda – Council Member Patterson requested clarification 
regarding Item number C5 under New Business – Council Member Melonis – Mary 
Schomer issue.  Council Member Melonis replied that the item was to clarify state 
ordinance regarding dual compensation.  Moved by Council Member Patterson to 
delete the agenda item because: the Carter Lake City Code does not give authority to 
Council Members to question another council member’s right to serve, and under 
Iowa Law, either no one filed a complaint within the statutory 45 days before an 
election with the County Election Commission or, if a complaint was filed, the 
commission did not think it was an acceptable complaint as Council Member 
Schomer was not removed from the ballot, and was certified by the County Election 
Commission.  Second was made by council member Cumberledge.  Ayes: Patterson, 
Cumberledge, and Corcoran.  Nays: Melonis.  Abstain: Schomer.  
 
Moved by council member Patterson seconded by council member Cumberledge to 
approve the agenda as amended.  Ayes: Schomer, Cumberledge, Corcoran, Patterson. 
Nays: Melonis. 

 
III. Consent agenda – Moved by council member Cumberledge seconded by council 

member Patterson  to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Ayes:  Unanimous.   
 

IV. New Business 
A. Appointments 

1. Mayor Pro Tem.  Mayor Waltrip recommended that Ron Cumberledge be re-
appointed as Mayor Pro Tem. Moved by council member Corcoran, seconded 
by council member Patterson to re-appoint council member Cumberledge as 
Mayor Pro Tem.   Ayes:  Melonis, Corcoran, Patterson and Schomer.  
Abstain: Cumberledge.. 

2.   City Attorney.  Moved by council member Cumberledge, seconded by 
Patterson to appoint attorney Michael O’Bradovitch as City Attorney for a one 
year term.  Council member Melonis questioned why Joe Thorton was not 
being re-appointed.  Council member Cumberledge replied that he believed it 
was time for a change. Council member Melonis also inquired as to whether 
any other candidates were interviewed. Ayes:  Corcoran, Patterson, Schomer, 
Cumberledge.  Nays: Melonis.  Former city attorney Joe Thorton indicated 
that it had been his pleasure to work for and on behalf of the city and its 
citizens, and while it was the council’s obligation and right to appoint a 
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whoever they wished to be the city attorney, no one had ever expressed any 
displeasure or indicated that he was not going to be re-appointed.   

3.   City Clerk.  Moved by council member Melonis to re-appoint Doreen 
Mowery.  Motion died for lack of a second.  Motion by council member 
Cumberledge, second by Patterson to deny the appointment of Doreen 
Mowery as City Clerk.   Ayes: Corcoran, Patterson, Schomer, Cumberledge.  
Nays: Melonis.  Mowery asked council if there was a reason for the denial of 
re-appointment.  Council member Cumberledge replied that he would not 
comment due to possible litigation. 

 
 At this time, Mayor Waltrip called a recess.  Meeting reconvened at    p.m.  

Mayor Waltrip requested that Mayor Pro Tem Cumberledge take the minutes 
of the remainder of the meeting.   

 
 Joe Anderson asked if the new legal counsel would be sitting with the council.  

Council member Cumberledge replied that due to a potential conflict, attorney 
O’Bradovitch would begin his duties as city attorney the following day. 
Stacey  remarked that she felt Joe had done an excellent job as city attorney, 
and that the council should have researched the reasons behind the non-
reappointment of attorney O’Bradovitch several years ago prior to his 
appointment that evening.  Council member Melonis replied that until that 
evening, she had no idea that Thorton would not be re-appointed, therefore 
she had no reason to research O’Bradovitch’s non-reappointment.  Stacey 
further remarked that she felt former clerk Mowery’s non-reappointment was 
a personal vendetta and that she was ashamed of Carter Lake.  Several other 
citizens spoke regarding the non-reappointment of Thorton and Mowery. RJ 
Brown stated that commended the council’s desire for change. John Wallace 
stated that he was present when O’Bradovitch was not re-appointed.  

4.   Safety Committee Members.  Mayor Waltrip reported that the seats on the 
safety committee had been filled by Marilyn Heider and Brock Gentile 
according to Phil Newton. Newton asked for council’s approval of the 
appointments.  Motion by council member Corcoran with second by council 
member Cumberledge to approve the appointments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  

5.  Storm Water Advisory Committee Liaison for council.  Mayor Waltrip 
recommended the appointment of council member Schomer as the council 
liaison to the storm water advisory committee.  Motion by council member 
Cumberledge and second by council member Patterson to appoint Schomer as 
the council liaison to the storm water advisory committee.  Ayes: Patterson, 
Cumberledge, Corcoran.  Nays: Melonis.  Abstain: Schomer. 

6.  Planning Board Member. Mayor Waltrip recommended the appointment of Jay 
Gunderson for a 5-year term to the Planning Board.  Motion by council 
member Cumberledge with second by council member Corcoran to accept 
Mayor Waltrip’s recommendation.  Ayes: Unanimous. 

B. Communications from the Public 
1. Caseys’ General Store.    
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2. Gary Fett  
3. Deffenbaugh 
4. Liquor License Renewals 

a. Carter Lake Mini Mart 
b. Kwik Shop 
c. Improvement Club 

C.  Communications from the Departments 
1.  Fire Department 
2. Planning Board Update 
3. Mayor Waltrip 
4. Council Member Paterson 
5. City Clerk 

 
V. Resolutions 

A. Designating Auditor 
B. Designating newspaper 
C. Resolution authorizing signatures for banking purposes 
D. Approving depository for investments 
E. Approving tax abatement for 1318 Holiday  

 
   

VI. Comments 
Mayor Waltrip 
 

 
This meeting was adjourned at PM. 

 
 

 
 
______________________________ ________________________________ 
Doreen Mowery, City Clerk   Gerald Waltrip, Mayor 
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The meeting was called to order by Mayor Jerry Waltrip at 1:30 PM. 
 
Roll Call:  Present – Mayor Waltrip and Council members Corcoran, Cumberledge, 
Melonis, Paterson, and Schomer.   
Also present – Attorney Mike O’Bradovich and Deputy Clerk Lisa Ruehle.   
Absent – None. 
 
1.  The Mayor stated the he and council member Cumberledge went to Atlantic to talk to 
representatives at SWIPCO for advice on the transition of the City Clerk’s position.  The 
Mayor had talked to Marilyn Drake the county Auditor and she recommended SWIPCO.  
They have services to help cities in these circumstances and do a good job.  A contract 
was presented to the council members showing what they talked to SWIPCO about.  The 
Mayor then introduced Barb Barrick of SWIPCO who would be working for us in the 
transition.  The contract calls for her to work two days a week for up to two months and 
to help us get on track for hiring a new City Clerk.  Barb gave a brief history of her 
qualifications and stated she is here to do whatever needs to be done with her main focus 
right now being on the budget to get it done on time.  Council member Melonis asked 
about the dues of about $2500 and wanted to know if that is annual dues?  They are 
annual dues.  Carter Lake has never paid dues to SWIPCO and we are not required to but 
if we want to use their services we would and then we can decide from year to year 
whether we continue that.  Council member Melonis asked about the scope of services 
that is outlined in the contract (items A through H) is mostly accounting procedures.  Are 
there other services over and above these specific items?  Barb stated that it included all 
City Clerk duties.  Council member Melonis asked about the commute time and it would 
be back and forth two days per week.  Council member Cumberledge also stated that they 
could help us to compare staff and pay with other communities our size.  Council 
member Corcoran asked about the number of budgets Barb has done and what size 
communities and also how many cities in Pottawattamie County do not pay the dues.  
The biggest City budget she has worked on was Harlan which has a population of about 
5000 and she is not sure and would have to check on who pays dues.  Attorney 
O’Bradovich verified that as an employee of SWIPCO she would be covered under their 
worker’s compensation and not ours.  Also the contract does not specifically state doing 
the budget through adoption but Barb has indicated it would be included.  If at some 
future date when the books are audited that include the time period she is here would she 
be available to answer any questions the auditors may have.  Barb clarified all of these 
items and said they could be added into the contract for clarification.  It was also 
indicated that the contract can be extended if it needs to be.  Council member 
Cumberledge stated that SWIPCO can also help with some training of a new Clerk if it is 
needed.  Barb clarified that any training done by phone or email is free but if they need to 
send a person it would be an extra charge.  Moved by council member Cumberledge 
seconded by council member Corcoran to approve the contract.  Attorney O’Bradovich 
stated that he would like the contract to include the additional items we talked about:  
Budget preparation and adoption; future response to auditors; and other City Clerk duties 
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to be determined.  Council member Cumberledge amended his motion to include those 
items.  Council member Corcoran amended his second to include the items.  Ayes:  
Unanimous.   
Barb will work with Lisa on what two days each week to be here. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:45 PM. 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________                    _____________________________ 
Lisa Ruehle, Deputy City Clerk                           Gerald Waltrip, Mayor 



2016 February

Residential Building Permits Permit Date Recpt. Value of Permit 
Permit # Date Applicant Address Description  Amount Paid # Permit Exp. Date
R13-16 02/04/16 McIntosh Plumbing 1114 Hiatt Gas line preasure test/ bhf 26.50         02/10/16 15735 300                03/04/16
R14-16 02/10/16 Cornerstone Restoratio 1406 Mayper Remodel after Fire 442.76       02/19/16 15783 52,731           08/10/16
R15-16 02/17/16 Lakeside Homes 3510 N 9th #69 Set Used 2012 Champion 14 X 70 193.10       30,000           08/17/16
R16-16 02/17/16 Lakeside Homes 3510 N 9th #70 Set Used 2012 Champion 14 X 70 193.10       30,000           08/17/16
R17-16 02/17/16 Lakeside Homes 3510 N 9th #71 Set Used 2012 Champion 14 X 70 193.10       30,000           08/17/16
R18-16 02/17/16 Lakeside Homes 3510 N 9th #75 Set Used 2012 Champion 14 X 70 193.10       30,000           08/17/16
R19-16 02/17/16 Lakeside Homes 3510 N 9th #112 Set Used 2012 Champion 14 X 70 193.10       30,000           08/17/16
R20-16 02/17/16 Lakeside Homes 3510 N 9th #113 Set Used 2012 Champion 14 X 70 193.10       30,000           08/17/16
R21-16 02/17/16 Lakeside Homes 3510 N 9th #162 Set Used 2012 Champion 14 X 70 193.10       30,000           08/17/16
R22-16 02/17/16 Lakeside Homes 3510 N 9th #171 Set Used 2012 Champion 14 X 70 193.10       30,000           08/17/16
R23-16 02/17/16 Lakeside Homes 3510 N 9th #237 Set Used 2012 Champion 14 X 70 193.10       30,000           08/17/16
R24-16 02/17/16 Lakeside Homes 3510 N 9th #261 Set Used 2012 Champion 14 X 70 193.10       30,000           08/17/16
R25-16 02/17/16 Lakeside Homes 3510 N 9th #273 Set Used 2012 Champion 14 X 70 193.10       30,000           08/17/16
R26-16 02/17/16 Lakeside Homes 3510 N 9th #274 Set Used 2012 Champion 14 X 70 193.10       30,000           08/17/16
R27-16 02/17/16 Lakeside Homes 3510 N 9th #288 Set Used 2012 Champion 14 X 70 193.10       30,000           08/17/16
R28-16 02/17/16 Lakeside Homes 3510 N 9th #301 Set Used 2012 Champion 14 X 70 193.10       30,000           08/17/16
R29-16 02/17/16 Lakeside Homes 3510 N 9th #302 Set Used 2012 Champion 14 X 70 193.10       30,000           08/17/16
R30-16 02/19/16 Sean Meyer 909 Willow Canopy over deck 23.00         02/19/16 15768 5,000             05/19/16
R31-16 02/22/16 C-K Homes  Kurt 1218 Cachelin Siding, Deck, Patio Door/Window 61.50         02/22/16 15810 8,000             08/22/16

Commercial Building Permits
C2-16 02/10/16 American Residential 1101 Ave H Replace water heater 40.00         02/10/16 15723 1,500             03/10/16
C3-16 02/11/16 MGG 1202 Locust Repair Damage Auto Acc. 113.81       02/19/16 15784 8,881             04/11/16

                             TOTAL: 3,604.07$ TOTAL: 526,412$      
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