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REGULAR PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

Monday, September 10, 2012 - 7:00 P.M. 

City Hall - 950 Locust St., Carter Lake, Iowa 
 

 
 
Roll Call  
 
Approval of the Agenda 
 

1. Consent Agenda 
a. Approve Planning Board Minutes – August 13, 2012. 
b. Review City Council Minutes – August 2, August 20, and August 27, 2012. 
c. Review building permits – August 2012. 

 
2. New Business 

a. Shoreline Golf Course – 210 Locust St – Sign on Locust St 
b. Praxair – 1100 Ave H – Signage for building 
c. Jones Barrel Co. – 300 Locust St – Possible container reconditioning plant 
d. Butch Levell – 2809 N 9th St – Addition to tire shop 

 
3. Old Business  (limit discussion 5 minutes per topic) 

 
4. Special Meetings 
 
5. Assignments 
 
6. Comments 

 
 
Adjourn 
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City of Carter Lake 
City Hall – 950 Locust Street 
Proceedings:  Regular Planning Board Meeting 
                       Monday, August 13, 2012 – 7:00 PM 
 
 
Meeting called to order by Vice Chairman Pauly at 7:00 PM. 
 
Roll Call:  Present:  Michelle Schaffer, Ray Pauly, Karen Fisher, Jay Gundersen and Ed Palandri.  

      Absent:  Tim Podraza, and Jackie Wahl. 
 
Approval of the Agenda – Moved by board member Gundersen seconded by board member 
Schaffer to approve the agenda as presented.  Ayes:  Unanimous. 

    
1.  Consent Agenda 

Moved by board member Schaffer seconded by board member Fisher to approve the 
consent agenda as presented.  Ayes:  Unanimous.   
 

2.  New Business 
 a. A representative from HGM Associated was present and presented a proposed drawing 
for additional parking at Country Inn & Suites at 2210 Abbott Dr. in Carter Lake.  The board 
reviewed the proposal and discussed several areas of concern.  When the Country Inn & Suites 
was constructed the plans met the required green space.  If the additional parking spots are added 
the green space requirements would not be met.  The proposed parking would encroach upon the 
drive thru lane/street in front of the building.  The area for vehicles to back up would be restricted.  
Additionally the parking spots would require the use of additional city right-of-way.  Moved by 
board member Gundersen seconded by board member Pauly to deny the request for additional 
parking as submitted.  Ayes:  Gundersen, Schaffer, Pauly, Fisher.  Ayes:  Palandri. 
  
3.  Old Business – There was no old business for discussion at this time. 
 
4.  Special Meetings – No special meetings are scheduled at this time. 
 
5.  Assignments – Board member Pauly will attend the regular council meeting to present the 
planning board update. 
 
6.  Comments - Board member Palandri thanked the Deputy Clerk and City Clerk for their 
assistance to the board. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:14 PM. 
 
 
 
 
________________________________        _________________________________ 
Doreen Mowery, City Clerk    Ray Pauly, Vice Chairman  
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Mayor Pro-Tem Barb Melonis called the special city council meeting to order at 5:00 
PM. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll Call:  Present – Mayor Pro-tem Barb Melonis 
 Council members Barb Hawkins, Dave Huey, and Tim Parker   
 Absent – Mayor Russ Kramer and Council member Ed Aldmeyer 
 Also present – City Clerk Doreen Mowery 

 
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 

1. Park Director Sherry Rydberg reviewed the changes the council had requested 
in her proposed employment contract.  Sherry agrees with all of the council’s 
counter proposals with the exception of the vacation hours.  Moved by council 
member Hawkins seconded by council member Melonis to approve the 
employment contract with 280 hours of vacation and the other agreed upon 
changes.  Ayes:  Unanimous. 
 

This special city council meeting was adjourned at 5:07 PM. 
 
WORKSHOP 
 
Mayor Pro-tem Barb Melonis called the workshop to order at 5:07 PM. 
 
Roll Call:  Present – Mayor Pro-tem Barb Melonis 
 Council members Barb Hawkins, Dave Huey, and Tim Parker   
 Absent – Mayor Russ Kramer and Council member Ed Aldmeyer 
 Also present – City Clerk Doreen Mowery 
 

1. The council reviewed the proposed rates for storm water utility.  After discussion 
of the various rates the council determined they would like to move forward with 
the 3rd proposal that was submitted by the clerk.  Additional sections of the 
ordinance were discussed.  The council would like to add a section that indicates 
that all government, non-profit, and church properties that own several adjoining 
properties pay one fee per owner at the commercial rate.  Mobile home 
communities will be charged a per home rate, based on the number of mobile 
homes approved annually for water and sewer billing.  The council would like the 
ordinances to go into effect Nov. 1, 2012.  A public hearing will be scheduled for 
the Sept. meeting.  First consideration of the ordinances will be in August.  The 
clerk will amend the letter for the property owners and mail it as soon as possible.  
The codification company will be notified to proceed with the code books.   
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The workshop was adjourned at 5:37 PM. 
 

 
 
________________________________ ________________________________ 
Doreen Mowery, City Clerk   Barb Melonis – Mayor Pro-Tem 

 

 

 



City of Carter Lake 
City Hall – 950 Locust St. 
Proceedings: Monday, Aug. 20, 2012 
  Regular City Council Meeting – 7:00 PM 
                         

 - 1 - 

Regular City Council Meeting 
 
Mayor Kramer called the regular city council meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance 
 
I. Roll Call:  Present – Mayor Russell D. Kramer 

Council members Barb Hawkins, Dave Huey, and Barb Melonis 
Absent – Council members Ed Aldmeyer and Tim Parker 
Also present –Attorney Rick Kimble and City Clerk Doreen Mowery 

 
II. Approval of the Agenda – Moved by council member Hawkins seconded by council 

member Melonis to approve the agenda as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous. 
 
III. Consent agenda – Moved by council member Hawkins seconded by council member 

Huey to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Ayes:  Unanimous. 
 

IV. New Business 
A. Communications from the Public 

1. Moved by council member Hawkins seconded by council member Melonis to 
approve renewal of the Shoreline Golf, LLC liquor license.  Ayes:  
Unanimous. 

2. Council member Melonis questioned whether we have licensed the dancers, at 
Saries Lounge, LLC, as required by our ordinances.  The judge had ruled 
against enforcing the ordinance in the past.  Moved by council member Huey 
seconded by council member Hawkins to approve renewal of the liquor 
license for Sarie’s Lounge, LLC.  Ayes:  Hawkins, Huey.  Nays:  Melonis. 

3. Moved by council member Melonis seconded by council member Huey to 
approve renewal of the liquor license for the VFW Post 9661.  Ayes:  
Unanimous. 

4. There are two commercial vehicle owners that did not inform the city of new 
vehicles when the vehicles were purchased.  These were replacements not 
additional vehicles.  Moved by council member Melonis seconded by council 
member Huey to approve renewal of the commercial vehicle permits that were 
submitted.  Ayes:  Unanimous. 

5. Haley Van Arsdale was not present to discuss parking on Ave. K.   
6. Patty Gibb was not present to discuss the parking ticket she received. 
7. Dennis Rochford was present to request council approval on Phase II of 

Nakoma Townhomes.  He stated that he has met with Barry Palmer on several 
occasions.  As of this time a set of plans with an engineer’s stamp on storm 
water has not been received by the City.  Dennis has not been able to meet 
with the Attorney and the building inspector at the same time.  Dennis has 
contacted the Iowa Stormwater Education Program.  Kevin Seevers has been 
at the site.  Ed Aldmeyer has also been on site to look at the property.  Dennis 
is not clear on whether the city wants him to address pre or post construction 
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runoff.    Dennis stated he had received a permit from the state for storm water 
control during construction.  Dennis has had engineers on site looking at the 
project.  He says his engineers do not know exactly what the city wants for 
storm water.  He does not see an issue with storm water.  The Mayor stated he 
doesn’t feel the council can approve a final plat until they know what is going 
to be done with the storm water.  Dennis stated all of the infrastructure and 
public improvements have been installed.  He would like the council to go on 
site and look at the project.  Moved by council member Melonis to approve 
the resolution adopting the final plat for phase II with the stipulation that 
phase III will not be given a go until the storm water issue is resolved.  
Motion seconded by council member Huey.  The building inspector stated the 
storm water needs to be designed by the engineer.  Dennis says the water will 
flow to the south and he will install a rain garden, if necessary.  The Mayor 
stated Dennis is not offering any way to get rid of the storm water from this 
project.  He feels putting trees on the south end of the project will address the 
storm water as a type of rain garden.  Attorney Kimble stated that the building 
inspector sent a letter on Aug. 9th with two concerns.  The first concern is the 
storm water issues.  He requested a certified copy of a storm water plan from 
an engineer.  The other issue is the lack of adequate area in the street for fire 
and ambulance to access the homes on the property.  No parking signs may 
cover the concern over the width of the street.  Dennis stated the original plan 
did contain a storm water solution.  Dennis state the acceptance of phase II 
addresses splitting the lots and nothing more.  Council member Hawkins 
would like to see the engineering plan for storm runoff.  Mayor Kramer called 
for roll on the motion and second.  Ayes:  Huey, Melonis.  Nays:  Hawkins. 

8. Jerry Waltrip complimented Ron Rothmeyer for having his crews run the lake 
harvester in front of his home.  He stated that a portion of what gets mowed 
does not get picked up by the harvester.  Deffenbaugh has been good about 
picking up what he takes out of the lake.  Council member Melonis stated that 
100 acres of the lake have been chemically treated for sea weed.  Jerry 
Waltrip thinks the solution to the sea weed and lake issues is to put 20,000 
grass carp back into the lake.  Council member Hawkins stated that they are 
not finished with the lake projects. 

B. Communications from the Departments 
1. Moved by council member Hawkins seconded by council member Melonis to 

approve two new applications for the volunteer fire department.  Ayes:  
Unanimous.  Eric Bentzinger thanked all of the members of the department.  
There have been a lot of fire and ambulance calls in the past month.  Council 
member Melonis asked about retention.  The EMS Lt. has been put in charge 
of the retention committee.  The department is currently updating their by-
laws and constitution.  Eric thanked Ron Rothmeyer and Chris Roseland for 
working with the department and for Chris Roseland’s generous donation of 
the cube van to the water rescue team.  Fire prevention week is in October.  
The department will be holding an open house on Oct. 6 from 10-2.  There is 
also a pancake breakfast scheduled for Oct. 7th. 
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2. Ray Pauly informed the council that the planning board opposed a request 
from Country Inn & Suites for additional parking that would encroach on city 
right of way and restrict the flow of traffic. 

3. The City Clerk updated the council on the recent work comp audit.  There 
were two recommendations, one was for safety toed shoes and the other was 
to include a safety component in employee annual reviews.  The clerk will add 
the safety component to the annual reviews and make it a requirement in the 
employee handbook.  The department heads will need to identify who should 
have the safety toes shoes.  Council member Hawkins believes the City should 
provide an allowance for the shoes. 
      

V. Ordinances 
A. Moved by council member Melonis seconded by council member Hawkins to 

approve an ordinance on the first consideration that adds a chapter entitled 
“Aggressive Solicitations”.  Ayes:  Unanimous. 

B. Moved by council member Hawkins seconded by council member Huey to 
approve an ordinance amending water rates on the first consideration.  Ayes:  
Unanimous.  Council member Melonis would like PeopleService to monitor the 
number of late notices sent out on the 10th. 

C. Moved by council member Melonis seconded by council member Hawkins to 
approve an ordinance amending sewer rates on the first consideration.  Ayes:  
Unanimous. 

D. Moved by council member Huey seconded by council member Melonis to 
approve an ordinance amending garbage rates on the first consideration.  Ayes:  
Unanimous. 

E. Moved by council member Melonis seconded by council member Hawkins to 
approve an ordinance on the first consideration enacting storm water rates.  Ayes:  
Unanimous. 
 

VI. Resolutions 
A. Moved by council member Hawkins seconded by council member Melonis to 

approve a resolution transferring Library funds to the CIP account.  Ayes:  
Unanimous.  

B. Moved by council member Huey seconded by council member Melonis to 
approve a resolution placing liens for unpaid weed bills.  Ayes:  Unanimous. 

C. Moved by council member Melonis seconded by council member Huey to 
approve a resolution to write off an uncollectible utility bill.  Ayes:  Unanimous. 
 

VII. Comments 
Mayor Kramer thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  The maintenance crew 
should be out on the lake again tomorrow running the seaweed harvester. He thanked 
Chris Roseland for his generous donation of the van.   
Council member Melonis stated that the lake project goals and status are very 
important to everyone.  She would like to encourage a monthly report at the council 
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meetings from either Brad or the Mayor.  Barb would like to look into some way to 
incorporate some comfort stops along 13th and 9th Street for people who walk. 
Council member Huey knows the lake projects are frustrating to some of the people.  
He feels it will just take some time.  He agrees with the comfort stops and he would 
also like to see some provisions for animal waste. 
Council member Hawkins stated we are working toward preserving the lake for future 
use. 
The city wide garage sale is Sat. Sept. 15th and the city wide clean up is scheduled for 
Sat. Sept. 22nd. 
Izzy Locker thanked the council for the sign, flag pole, painting and art at the Senior 
Center.  She would like to see an increase in participation.  The Inside Carter Lake 
will include an “Over 60 Survey” that should be completed and returned. 
Mary Jo Pinkerton thanked the city for the harvester on the lake.  It has helped, but it 
doesn’t pick up all of the spoils. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM. 

 
 
 
________________________________ ________________________________ 
Doreen Mowery, City Clerk   Russell D. Kramer - Mayor  
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Mayor Russ Kramer called the special city council meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 
 
Roll Call:  Present – Mayor Russ Kramer 
 Council members Barb Hawkins, Tim Parker, and Barb Melonis   
 Absent –Council members Ed Aldmeyer and Dave Huey 
 Also present – City Attorney Joe Thornton and City Clerk Doreen Mowery 
 
1. Attorney Thornton asked Officer Stephen Vest if he would like to go into closed 
session.  Officer Vest’s union representative Bryan Patel stated that Officer Vest would 
like an open session.  Attorney Thornton requested that Chief Kannedy and Sgt. Driver 
present their investigation and recommendation to the council.  Chief Kannedy informed 
the council that he had received a citizen complaint/grievance against Officer Vest for 
continual harassment.   At that time Officer Vest was put on administrative leave pending 
the investigation.  Sgt. Driver was assigned to do an investigation.  Sgt. Driver did an 
investigation with the complainant and several witnesses.  Based on the investigation and 
Sgt. Driver’s reports, Chief Kannedy felt that there was reason to believe there was 
harassment with sexual overtones.  He felt that the severity of the complaint and findings 
were severe enough to skip over the verbal and written reprimand and to discipline 
Officer Vest with three days suspension.  Officer Vest was found to violate several SOP’s 
including:  misuse of authority, courteous behavior, impartial responsibilities, and 
conduct unbecoming to an officer.  Appropriate discipline is up to and to include possible 
termination.  The Chief found the complainant’s allegations credible and supported by 
statements from her and others, and as such warranted some type of disciplinary action.  
The City Attorney stated that the investigational report is a part of the council record 
because it supports the Chief’s findings.  The formal complaint was filed against Officer 
Vest.  No other officer was found guilty of any wrong doing. 
 Bryan Patel presented Officer Vest’s grievance to the council.  Officer Vest has filed 
a grievance against the findings of Sgt. Driver and Chief Kannedy.  His grievance deals 
predominantly with the lack of progressive discipline.  He contends that he did nothing to 
justify a 3 day suspension.  In this instance the employer went directly to suspension.  
Mr. Patel believes that a verbal warning would have been justified.  The discipline article 
of the contract addresses progressive discipline from verbal, written, suspension, and then 
discharge.  Patel stated Officer Vest’s behavior was inappropriate but does not warrant 
suspension.  The suspension also should have only been for 24 hours, not the 30 hours 
that he received.  Mr. Patel does not believe there is anything in the reports or 
investigation to indicate that Officer Vest’s behavior was ongoing and continual.  Mr. 
Patel believes much of the complainant’s statement is hearsay.  He also contends that 
nobody has told Vest to stop his behavior.  Patel stated that it seems there were comments 
made by Officer Vest that were less than professional.  He believes it is just a case of 
people ribbing each other; however nobody sat Officer Vest down and told him to stop.   
Mr. Patel found some inconsistencies in the statement submitted by an individual that 
was involved in a traffic stop.  Chief Kannedy also felt there were some inconsistencies 
in her statement and her statement was not taken into consideration when disciplining 
Officer Vest.  Bryan Patel stated that it is the union’s opinion that the suspension was not 
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warranted and the purpose of discipline is to correct behavior.  The Chief believes some 
offenses are more detrimental than others and are deserving of stronger discipline. 
 Officer Vest approached the council and stated that all of the comments made were 
made in a joking manner and nobody ever told him to stop.  The other officer that was 
involved never told him to stop either.  He contends that many of the statements made by 
the complainant were false.  Officer Vest does not deny that he said many of the things 
that were reported, however it was said in a joking manner.  He said if he had been told to 
stop he would have stopped making the comments.   
 Chief Kannedy stated that the statement that Officer Vest made during this meeting 
was different from the statement that he made during the investigation.   
 
Moved by council member Hawkins seconded by council member Parker to go into 
closed session according to Iowa Code section 21.5 (c) to discuss strategy with counsel in 
matters that are presently in litigation or where litigation is imminent where its disclosure 
would be likely to prejudice or disadvantage the position of the governmental body in 
that litigation.  Ayes:  Unanimous.   
 
The council adjourned to executive session at 8:15 PM. 
 
The council came back into open session. 
 
2. Moved by council member Hawkins seconded by council member Parker that the 
council approve the action taken by Chief Kannedy as it was appropriate and supported 
by the results of the investigation.  The conduct was in violation of the provisions of the 
contract cited and may have justified termination.  However, the council accepts the 
action taken by Chief Kannedy, subject to the reduction of the suspension from 30 hours 
to 24 hours.  Ayes:  Parker, Hawkins.  Nays:  Melonis. 
 
Moved and seconded to adjourn the special council meeting at 8:35 PM. 
 
 

 
 
________________________________ ________________________________ 
Doreen Mowery, City Clerk   Russell Kramer - Mayor  

 

 

 



2012 Residential August

Permit # Date Name Address Description Permit Date Recpt. Value of Permit Exp.
Amount Paid # Permit

R224-12 8/1/2012 Ron Cumberledge 712-347-5169170 Marina Court Replace siding 13.50$     1-Aug 9169 2,800.00$       11/1/2012
R225-12 8/2/2012 Yager Const. 402-321-7349 1020 Redick Linda Steskal    Replace roof & gutters 18.50$     6-Aug 9170 5,600.00$       11/2/2012
R226-12 8/6/2012 Bobby Sempek 402-686-4550 3805 N 13th Bonnie Lindg  Replace front deck 23.00$     7-Aug 9176 2,300.00$       11/6/2012
R227-12 8/6/2012 James Smith 714 Locust Security Fence around A/  -$         6-Aug 400.00$          10/6/2012
R228-12 8/6/2012 Kevin Stewart 631-707-6565 4330 N 8th St Replace roof & gutters 18.50$     6-Aug 9166 4,500.00$       11/6/2012
R229-12 8/8/2012 Richard Bird Co 402-714-7045 4434 N 17th  Buddy's MarRenew Demo Permit 25.00$     10-Aug 9178 4,000.00$       2/8/2013
R230-12 8/9/2012 Brinlee Home Improvement 1310 Mayper  Richard Bro  Replace roof,siding Patio    75.00$     10-Aug 9179 22,500.00$    11/9/2012
R231-12 8/16/2012 Innovations Siding 402-423-883 90 Marina Ct  Rick Rohan Replace Siding 13.50$     16-Aug 9187 16,300.00$    11/16/2012
R232-12 8/16/2012 John Johnson 402-630-1176 1906 Lagoon Dr Concrete Drive 20.00$     16-Aug 9188 6,000.00$       11/16/2012
R233-12 8/16/2012 Jesse Krug 402-686-4197 1017 Ave Q Privacy Fence 15.00$     16-Aug 9189 1,600.00$       11/16/2012
R234-12 8/16/2012 Barbara Hawkins 712-847-0313 4428 N 8th St Replace siding on garage 13.50$     16-Aug 9191 1,800.00$       11/16/2012
R235-12 8/17/2012 Aksarben Electric 402-896-6060 3510 N 9th Lot 166 Replace electric meter Ja 25.00$     500.00$          9/17/2012
R236-12 8/17/2012 Lakeside Mobile Home Ct 712-3 3510 N 9th Lot 86 New Gas Line 25.00$     500.00$          9/17/2012
R237-12 8/17/2012 Mikel USA 712-347-6592/Walla    NE Lot 9th St & Ave K Dirt Haul 25.00$     2/17/2013
R238-12 8/17/2012 Fred Skinner 712-347-5010 1501 Hiatt St Replace siding 13.50$     17-Aug 9192 1,200.00$       11/17/2012
R239-12 8/21/2012 RE Contracting 402-630-9900 1523 Stella Ave  Clara Mar  Front Porch Deck 23.00$     21-Aug 9195 2,000.00$       11/21/2012
R240-12 8/22/2012 Cary Restoration 712-325-0034 129 CLC  Shirley Wyzykow  Replace Siding 13.50$     22-Aug 9199 14,500.00$    11/22/2012
R241-12 8/27/2012 Greater Omaha Roofting 402-36  1453 Doreene Blvd  Steve  Replace sioding, roof, & w 45.00$     24-Aug 9216 19,500.00$    11/27/2012
R242-12 8/28/2012 Kevin Grindle 712-847-0182 1022 Shoal Point Dr Replace deck & enlarge 46.00$     28-Aug 9224 5,000.00$       11/28/2012
R243-12 8/28/2012 Randy Harris 402-880-7552  1014 Ave O Privacy Fence 15.00$     28-Aug 9225 2,200.00$       11/28/2012

Commercial
C26-12 8/9/2012 Overland Contracting 651-233-32614 N 5th St  AT&T ToweReplace 6 antenna, 3 rem     420.00$  10-Aug 9177 40,000.00$    2/19/2013
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