City of Carter Lake

City Hall – 950 Locust Street

Proceedings:  Special City Council Meeting 

                       Wednesday, Nov. 11, 2015 – 6:00 PM


The Mayor and Mayor Pro-tem were absent from this meeting.
City Clerk Mowery opened the meeting at 6:02 PM and requested that the council appoint a chairperson.  Moved by council member Melonis seconded by council member Hawkins to appoint council member Aldmeyer as chair for this meeting.  Ayes:  Unanimous.

Roll Call:  Present:  Council members Aldmeyer, Hawkins, Huey, Melonis

Absent:  Mayor Gerald Waltrip and council member Cumberledge 
Also present:  City Attorney Joe Thornton and City Clerk Doreen Mowery
1. Council member Aldmeyer explained that the purpose of this meeting was to consider overriding the Mayor’s veto on the resolution setting the salary for Sgt. Driscoll.  
The City Attorney stated that he has reviewed the Union Contract and the salary for a sergeant is set for each year, not by who is in the position.  He stated that the resolution is consistent with the contract.  If the council does not override the veto the union most likely will appeal the decision.  Attorney Thornton stated that there would be expenses incurred for arbitration and that there is no way the City would be successful.  
Council member Aldmeyer explained that if the City hired someone from outside the department they would still be paid the same amount as what Sgt. Driscoll is being paid.  The salary is set for the position.  Sgt. Driscoll was a Corporal and he was promoted from within.  He stated that it would cost the City to pay for an attorney to handle arbitration.  He also pointed out that Mayor Waltrip signed the Police Union Contract.

Bill Dahlheimer wanted to know why the meeting was not being taped and why the meeting was being held on this date instead of during the regular meeting.  He was concerned about the cost for the attorney to attend the meeting.  The recorder is not working and the repair company has been contacted.  The Attorney stated his fee will probably be about $75.  Council member Aldmeyer had requested the meeting because he will not be available on the 16th and he wanted to avoid being present over the phone since in the past some members of the public objected to council attending by phone.
Pat Paterson questioned if it was legal for council member Aldmeyer to vote since he is serving as chair for this meeting.  The attorney advised that there was not an issue with council member Aldmeyer voting.  Mr. Paterson also stated that he thought the Mayor vetoed the wage resolution because of the way the promotion was handled, he was not questioning the dollar amount of pay.  Council member Hawkins stated that the letter of veto did not state that that was the reason for the veto.
Sharon Paterson wanted to know if the open position was posted or advertized and if it needed to be handled differently.  She also questioned if the City actually needed a sergeant position.  She was advised that the contract calls for a sergeant and two corporals.  

Bill Dahlheimer questioned whether the Chief posted the position and followed proper procedures.  He believes it is illegal to hire without advertising and he thinks we should do things properly to avoid a lawsuit.

Council member Melonis stated that those are all questions for another day.  The council is at this meeting to deal with the topic at hand, which is the Mayor’s veto of the wage resolution.  

Moved by council member Hawkins seconded by council member Melonis to override the Mayor’s veto on Sgt. Driscoll’s wage resolution.  Ayes:  Unanimous.

This special meeting was adjourned at 6:13 PM.
________________________________
      
_________________________________

Doreen Mowery, City Clerk



Ed Aldmeyer, Chairman 

